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This report is a statistical study of juvenile court 
cases in 1972. The data demonstrates hov the court is frequently 
utilized in dealing vith juvenile delinquency by the police as veil 
as by other community agencies and parents. Excluded from this report 
are the ordinary traffic cases handled by juvenile court. The data 
indicate that: (1) in 1972, for the first time siuce 1961, 
delinquency cases decreased from the previous year; (2) that, 
although dolinguency remains primarily a boys* problem, the disparity 
between the number of boys* and girls* delinquency court cases is 
narrowing; (3) between 1971 and 1972 the number of delinquency cases 
handled non- judicially (i.e., without the filing of a petition) 
increased slightly as contrasted with a decrease of 3% in those 
handled judicially. Data are not available on the types of offenses 
for which juveniles are referred to the courts. The Appendix contains 
an alphabetic listing of states with an analysis of all types of 
children* s cases disposed of judicially and non- judicially by all 
juvenile courts repor ing for 1972. (Author/HMV) 
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JUVENILE COURT 
STATISTICS - 1972 



INTRODUCTION 



The information in this publication Is based on children's 
cases disposed of by juvenile courts. The data are affected by 
several factors. For example, the ages of children and the types 
of cases over which courts have jurisdiction are established by 
State law and often vary in different States and sometimes vary 
within the same State, This discrepancy affects the number of 
cases reported and, consequently, the comparability of the reports 
from the various courts. 

The number of children's cases reported by different courts 
is influenced also by the organization and scope of other agencies 
in the community. For example, in some communities where social 
service agencies are well established and abundant, the police, 
schools and parentis often refer cases for, service to those agencies 
rather than to the juvenile court* The latter is used mostly when 
its judicial authority is needed. In other communities, the juvenile 
court is one of only a few agencies providing social services for 
children and in such communities, the juvenile court is utilized to 
a much greater extent,: Furthermore, whether or not a child ever 
comes to the attention of the court is often decided by varying 
community and parental attitudes toward a child's behavior. 

Because of these and other limitations (many of which are not 
measurable), juvenile court statistics, when taken by themselves, 
cannot measure the full extent of delinquency, dependency, or 
neglect; and they can be particularly misleading when used to 
compare one community with another. They do, however, indicate 
how frequently the juvenile court is utilized in dealing with such 
cases. 



James A. Hart 
Commissioner 

Office of Youth Development 



SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
Delinquency Cases 



Size of the problem (Table 1) 

Overd one million (1,112,500) juvenile delinquency cases, 
excluding traffic offenses, were estimated as being handled 
by all juvenile courts in the\United States in 1972. The 
estimated number of children involved in these cases (959,000) 
was lower, however, since in some instances the same child was 
referred more than once during the year. These children 
represent 2.9 percent of all children aged 10 through 17 in 
the country. 

Trend (Tables 5> 6, 7, 8 and chart) 

In 1972, for the first time since 1961, delinquency cases 
decreased from the previous year. The overall decrease for 
the country was slight - only 1 percent - while at the same 
time the child population, aged 10 through 17, increased by 
less than 1 percent (0.5). This is a reversal of the recent 
trend where the delinquency cases not only increased each year 
but the increase generally exceeded that of the child population. 

Both urban and rural courts experienced decreases in 1972 — 
by 3 and 2 percent respectively* Semi'-urban courts, however, 
had a 4 percent increase. 

Comparison of police and court data 

Juvenile court delinquency statistics cited in this report 
mainly show how frequently the court is utilized in dealing 
with juvenile delinquency by the police as well as by other 
community agencies and parents. Another source of data 
relating to juvenile delinquency is police arrests of juveniles. 
Both series of data--police arrests of juveniles reported by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and juvenile court delinquency 
cases reported here— show a remarkable similarity In their trends 
over a long period of time despite their differences in definitions, 
units of count, extent of coverage, etc. Both figures surged 
upward during World War II, fell off sharply in the immediate 
postwar years, and then began to climb again. Their trends have 
been steadily upward since 1949, with the exception of a slight 
decrease in court cases in 1961 and now again in 1972. In 1972, 
again, both series of data are close. Police arrests of 
juveniles increased only slightly by eight-tenths of 1 percent 
and, as mentioned above, juvenile court delinquency cases decreased 
slightly by 1 percent. 
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Types of offenses 

Data are not available in the national juvenile court 
statistical reporting program on the types of offenses for 
which juveniles are referred to the courts* To examine these, 
one needs to rely upon the data on police arrests of juveniles 
reported by the Federal Bureau of Investigation in its Uniform 
Crime Reports. These include arrests for non*-sfcatus offenses, 
which would be crimes if committed by adults, as well as two 
juvenile status offenses (running away and curfew violations) • 
•Inasmuch as the police are the major source of referral of 
delinquency cases to juvenile courts, the offenses for which 
juveniles are arrested should pretty well represent most 
offenses for which juveniles are referred to court. 

In the 1972 edition of Uniform Grime Reports, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation reported that despite the slight 
increase in 1972 in arrests of juveniles under 18 years of 
age, for all types of offenses combined, such arrests more 
than doubled (+124 percent) between 1960 and 1972. For a group 
of serious offenses selected as being most reliably reported 
(criminal homicide, forcible rape, burglary, robbery, aggravated 
assault, larceny and auto theft), the combined increase between 
1960 and 1972 was 101 pejrcent. When offenses against the person 
(homicide, forcible rape, aggravated assult and robbeiry), 
generally accepted as being the most serir^us crimes, are selected 
from the reliably reported group, the increase between 1960 and 
1972 was 216 percent. Serious offenses against persons, however, 
still only represent about 4 percent of all arrests of juveniles* 

Delinquency among girls 

Delinquency remains primarily a boys' problem, but the disparity 
between the number of boys' and girls' delinquency court cases 
is narrowing. For many years, boys were referred to court for 
delinquency about four times as often as girls. Because of the 
recent faster increase in girls' cases as compared to boys', as 
outlined below, the ratio was reduced to three to one by 1972. 

Nationally, girls^ cases increased while the boys' cases decreased 
in 1972. The girls' cases increased 2 percent as compared to a 
2 percent decrease for boys' cases. The overall increase in girls* 
cases in 1972 resulted primarily from large increases in semi- 
urban and in rural courts — 11 and 8 percent respectively. 

Girls' delinquency cases disposed of by juvenile courts have been 
rising faster than those of boys every year since 1965. Between 
1965 and 1972, girls' delinquency cases increased by 101 percent 
whereas boys* cases increased by 49 percent. 
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Police arrest data also confirm that girls are participating 
in delinquency at a faster pace than boys. Between 1960 and 
1972 arrests of girls under 18 years of age increased by 388 
percent for "violent" crimes and by 301 percent for "property" 
crimes; for boys the percentage increases were 203 percent and 
71 percent, respectively. (See Table 30, Uniform Crime 
Reports-1972, F.3.I.) 

The rise in girls' delinquency has generally been attributed 
to their changing attitude towards society and society's changing 
attitude towards them. Instead of the passive role assumed by 
girls in the past and society's protective role towards them, 
girls are becoming more aggressive and more independent in their 
day-to-day activities. Unfortunately, some of this behavior has 
resulted in large increases in the incidences of running away 
from home and in participation in the use of drugs, often 
necessitating other crime-related activities, such as shoplifting, 
robbery, etc. 

Method of handling (Tables 2, 4, and 7) 

Almost three-fifths (59 percent) of the delinquency cases 
disposed of by juvenile courts in 1972 were handled nonjudicially 
(i.e« without the filing of a petif:ion). The proportion of cases 
handled nonjudicially was higher in urban and semi-urban courts 
than in. rural courts, due perhaps to the availability of specialized 
intake or probation staff in the larger courts. However, in 1971 
and again in 1972, large percentage increases in nonjudicial 
handling have been occurring in the rural courts^ thus reducing 
the gap in the proportion of cases handled in this way by the 
smaller rural courts as compared with the larger urban and 
semi-urban courts. 

Between 1971 and 1972 the number of delinquency cases handled 
judicially by all courts decreased by 3 percent as contrasted with 
a very slight increase in those handled nonjudicially. This may 
mean that: (1) serious cases requiring judicial handling are 
leveling off; or (2) with the recent emphasis on diverting 
juveniles at every stage of their Involvement in the judicial 
system, more and more delinquency cas6s, particularly in semi- 
urban and rural courts, are being handled without the filing 
of a petition (nonjudicially). When handled nonjudicially, a 
juvenile's further involvement in the judicial system can be 
averted. The juvenile is most likely to have his case adjusted 
or referred to other community resources. In this respect, then, 
diversion is occurring even after referral to the court* 

The proportion of delinquency cases handled nonjudicially is very 
large. Even though it may be appropriate to handle as many cases 
as possible in this manner, it raises the question as to why so 
many that do not require judicial determination should even be 
referred to the court. 
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Rates (Tables 3, 5j and 6) 

The rate of delinquency cases (the number of cases per 1,000 
child population aged 10 through 17) was 33.6 in 1972 as 
compared to 34*1 in 1971. Between 1960 and 1972 the rate 
increased from 20.1 to 33.6. Of all the juvenile court 
delinquency cases in the country, 62 percent were handled 
by courts in urban areas, 31 percent by courts in semi-urban 
areas, and 7 percent by courts in rural areas< 



Other Cases 



Pependency and neglect (Tables 9, 10 and 11) 

Dependency and neglect cases in the United States totaled 
141,000 in 1972, an increase of 8 percent over 1971. This 
is a sharp reversal of the general downward trend in 
dependency and neglect cases starting in 1967. While it is 
not possible to pinpoint the actual cause for this rather 
sharp increase In 1972, one contributing factor might be the 
increased public attention directed towards the abused child. 
This could result in the Increased finding and reporting of 
such cases to the juvenile court where they are handled as 
'"neglect" cases. 

Special proceedings (Appendix table) 

A small portion of cases involve adoption, custody of children, 
consent to marry, or other "Special proceedings." Not all 
juvenile courts handle such cases. 



SOURCES OF DATA 



From 1957 through 1969, national estimates on the number of juvenile 
delinquency cases disposed of by juvenile courts were based on data 
derived from a national sample of juvenile courts which, drawn from the 
Current Population Survey sample of the Bureau of the Census^ was 
considered to be r^resentative of the country as a whole. Since 1970, 
taking advantage of the extremely high percentage of reporting coverage: 
and in anticipation of developing a new national sample, utilizing 
more current information from the 1970 decennial census, data from all 
courts reporting provided the basis for the national estimates. 

All courts in the U.S. and those reporting for both years were 
stratified by the size of the population served by the courts as shown 
in the table below. Estimates were made for each stratum, using as an 
inflation factor, the ratio of the population served by the reporting 
courts to the population served by all courts in the stratura. 





All " 


- -| 

Responding 


Percent 


Size of court _1/ 


courts 


courts 


res 


sending 




No. 


Population 


No. 


Population 


No. 


Population 






served 




served 




served 


1,000,000 or more 


22 


46,942,879 


19 


39,128,655 


86.4 


83.4 


500,000-999,999 


52 


36,156,456 


36 


25,489,860 


69.2 


70.5 


250,000-499,999 


74 


25,761,642 


49 


16,761,103 


66.2 


65.1 


100,000-249,999 


191 


30,100,775 


. 140 


22,367,670 


73.3 


74.3 


50,000- 99,999 


335 


23,404,387 


245 


17,190,058 


73.1 


73.4 


25,000- 49,999 


635 


20,791,934 


387 


13,547,816 


60.9 


65.2 


10,000- 24,999 


970 


15,810,158 


690 


11,328,917 


71.1 


71.7 


Under 10,000 


694 


4,195,339 


508 


3,177,879 


73.2 


75.7 


Total: U. S. 


2,973 


203,163,570 


2,074 


148,991,958 


69.3 


73.3 



1/ Based on popiiiation served by court according to 1970 census population. 



In 1972, 1,527 courts whose jurisdictions include more than two-thirds of the 
child population under 18 years of age reported on dependency and neglect cases. 
Data on dependency and neglect cases have always been based on all courts reportlti 

The States Alaska, Florida, Illinois, New Mexico, Wisconsin and the District of 
Columbia did not report in 1972. 
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DEFINITIONS OF TERMS 



JUVENILE DELIIK^UENCY CASES are those referred for acts defined in the 
statutes of the State as the violation of a State lav or municipal 
ordinance by children or youth of Juvenile court age^ or for conduct 
so seriously antisocial as to interfere vlth the rights of others 
or to isenace the welfare of the delinquent himself^ or of the 
coimnunlty. This bread definition of delinquency includes conduct 
vhich violates the lav only vhen committed by children; e.g.^ truancy^ 
ungovernable behavior^ and running avay* Excluded from this report 
are the ordinary traffic cases handled by Jwenlle courts^ except 
vfaere traffic cases ^ usually the laore serious ones^ are adjudicated 
as "Juvenile delinquency" cases and are reported ps such. Variations 
in types of courts having Jurisdiction in traffic cases of Juveniles 
ax»l frequent changes in lavs affecting this Jurisdiction^ together 
vlth changes in administrative practices and inadequate z*eporting 
of such cases > make it very difficult to determine meaningful national 
estimates on the extent and trends in Juvenile traffic offenses. 

ISFSNB^CY AED REOLECT CASES cover neglect or inadequate care on the 
part of parents or guardians; e.g.^ lack of adequate care or support 
rest&lting from deaths absence^ or physical or mental incapacity of 
the parents > abandonment or desertion^ abuse or cruel treatment^ and 
Improper or Inadequate conditions in the home. 

SFECIAL FR0CEEDINO8 cover cases involving children in co\irt for other 
than delinquency or depez^ency and neglect; e.g. ^ adoption^ 
Institutional confioltments for spaclal purposes > application for 
consent to marry or to enlist in the armed forces^ determination 
of custody or guardianship of a child > and permission (to hos.pltals) 
for an operation on a child. 

THE UNIT GF COUNT is a case actually disposed of by a court. Such a case 
is counted each time a child is inferred to court during the year on a 
nev referral in delinquency^ dependency^ neglect^ or in special 
proceedings. Referrals for alleged or adjudged delinquency cases are 
Included. 

TYFS OF COURT is determined by the percentage of the population it serves 
that live in urban areas (as classified by the Bureau of the Census 
in the 1970 decennial census); for "urban courts >" 70 percent or more; 
for "oemi-ur^aa courts," percent; for "rural caurts," under 

30 percent. 

METHOD OP HANDLING CASES is classified into Judicial and nonjudicial^ 
sometimes referred to as official and unofficial. **Judlclal cases*^ 
are those vhere the court has acted on the basis of a petition or 
BDtion; "nonjudicial cases," consequently, are those cases irtilch 
have been adjusted by the Jiidge, referee, probation officer, or 
officer of the court vlthout the Invocation of the court 's Juris- 
diction through petition or motion. 
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SUMMARY TABLES 
Delinquency Cases 



Table 1. — NUMBER OF DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF BY JUVENILE COURTS, 
BY SEX, UNITED STATES, 1972 



Type of court 


Total 


Boys 


Girls 


Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 




1,112,500 


100 


827,500 


100 


285,000 


100 




692,000 


62 


511,000 


62 


181,000 


64 




345,000 


31 


261,000 


31 


84,000 


29 ■ 




75,500 


7 


55,500 


7 


20,000 


7 



Table 2. — METHOD OF HANDLING DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF BY 
JUVENILE COURTS, UNITED STATES, 1972 



Type of court 


Total 


Judicial 


Nonjudicial 


Number 


1 

Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 




1,112,500 


100 


461,300 


41 


651,200 


59 




692,000 


100 


306,000 


44 


386,000 


56 




345,000 


100 


113,000 


33 


232,000 


67 




75,500 


100 


42,300 


56 


33,200 


44 
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Table 3. — RATE OF DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF BY JUVENILE COURTS, 
UNITED STATES, 1972 



Type of court 


Rate per 1,000 population |/ 


All courts 


Age jurisdiction of 


court 


Under 16 


Under 17 


Under 18 h_/ 




36.7 


14.2 


34.0 


42.9 




36.4 


18.1 


34.0 


40.8 




21.4 


10.1 


20.4 


24.1 



a/ These differential rates are calculated on the basis of the 1970 child 
population at risk; that is, from age 10 to the upper limit of the 
court's jurisdiction. 

b/ A small number of courts having jurisdiction of children under 21 years of 
age are included here. The number of cases involved for the 18-20 age 
group does not seriously affect the rates of the courts in this column. 



Table 4. — PERCENT CHANGE IN DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF BY JUVENILE 



COURTS, UNITED STATES, 1971-1972 



Type of court 


Total 


Boys 


Girls 


Judicial 


Nonjudicial 




-1 


-2 


+2 


-3 


u 




-3 


-4 


-2 


-4 


-3 




+4 


+2 


+11 


+3 


+5 




-2 


-5 


+8 


-6 


+4 



1/ Increase of less than 1 percent (+0.2). 
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TREND IN JUVENILE COURT DELINQUENCY CASES AND 
CHILD POPULATION 10-17 YEARS OF AGE, 1957-1972 



DELINQUENCY CASES 
(in thousands) 

l»800 



1,600 
1,400 

1,200 

1,000 
900 

800 
700 

600 
500 

400 
300 



200 



too 



(seml-logorithmic scale) 



CHILD POPULATION 
(In mllllor^)'' 



Delinquency cases 



Child population (10*17 years of age) 



160 
Hl40 



I ■ I ■ I . I . I . I . I . I . I . M . I ■ I . I . I . I .'r 



1957*58 '59 'SO *6I '62 '63 '64 '65 '66 '67 *68 *69 '70 '71 '72 '73 '74 



Table 5. — NUMBER AND RATE OF DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF BY JUVENILE 
COURTS, Ul^TED STATES, 1957-1972 



Year 


Delinquency cases al 


Child population 
10 through 17 yrs. of age 
Cin thousands) 


Rate b/ 




440,000 


22,173 


19.8 




470,000 


23,443 


20.0 




483,000 


24,607 


19.6 




510,000 


25,368 


20. 1 




503,000 


26,056 


19.3 




555,000 


26,989 


20.6 




601,000 


28,056 


21.4 




686,000 


29,244 


23.5 




697,000 


29,536 


23.6 




745,000 


30, 124 


24.7 




811,000 


30,837 


26.3 




900,000 


31,566 


28.5 


1 r\ ^ o 


988, 500 


32, 157 


30.7 




1,052,000 


32,614 


32.3 




1,125,000 


32,969 


34.1 




1,112,500 


33,120 


33.6 



a/ Data for 1957 
Data for 1970 
jurisdictions 

lb/ Based on the 
10 through 17 



-1969 estimated from the nationa 
, 1971 and 1972 estimated from a 

included more than three-fourth 
number of delinquency cases per 

years of age. 



I sample of juvenile courts. 

II courts reporting whose 

s of the population of the U.S. 
1,000 U.S. child population 



Tab la 6. ~ NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED 

OF BY JUVENILE COURTS, BY TYPE OF COURT, UNITED STATES, 1957-1972 



Year- 


Ilrhan 


Semi- 


urban 


Rural 


Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


1957 


280,000 


63 


113,000 


26 


47,000 


11 




298,000 


63 


120,000 


26 


52,000 


11 




295,000 


61 


127,000 


26 


61,000 


13 




344,000 


67 


128,000 


25 


42,000 


8 




350,000 


69 


119,000 


24 


34,000 


7 




383,000 


69 


132,500 


24 


39,500 


7 




414,000 


69 


146,000 


24 


41,000 


7 




456,000 


67 


181,000 


26 


49,000 


7 




470,000 


68 


183,000 


26 


43,000 


6 




490,000 


66 


206,500 


28 


48,000 


6 




525,000 


65 


235,300 


29 


50,700 


6 




588,200 


65 


256,400 


29 


55,200 


6 




646,600 


66 


280,800 


28 


61,100 


6 




686,000 


66 


296,800 


28 


69,200 


6 




717,000 


64 


331,000 


29 


77,000 


7 




692,000 


62 


345,000 


31 


75,500 


7 
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Table 7, — NU14BER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DELINQUENCY CASLo 

DISPOSED OF BY JUVENILE COURT! , BY MANNER OF HANDLING, 
UNITED STATES, 1957-1972 



Year 


Judicial 


Noniudicial 












c.'JV y\J\J\J 




9ni nnn 






£.j 1 , uuu 


^n 

JU 


ooQ nnn 




1959 


ZDU, UUU 


3Z 


OQQ nnn 
ZJJ , uuu 




1960 


258,000 


50 


O C ^1 AAA 

255,000 


C A 

50 


1961 


OCT f\f\r\ 

257,000 


51 


O / ^ AAA 

246,000 


49 


1962 


285,000 


51 


O "7 AAA 

270,000 


49 


1963 


298,000 


50 


0/\0 AAA 

303, 000 


C A 

50 


1964 


333,000 


49 


353,000 


51 


1965 


327,000 


47 


mA AAA 

370,000 


53 


1966 


357,000 


48 


387,000 


52 


1967 


382,100 


47 


428,900 


53 




425,400 


47 


474, 400 


53 




433,300 


44 


555,200 


56 




472,000 


45 


580,000 


55 


1971,,,.,. 


475,000 


42 


650,000 


58 




461,300 


41 


651,200 


59 



Table 8, ~ NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DELINQUENCY CASES 

DISPOSED OF BY JUVENILE COURTS, BY SEX, UNITED STATES, 
1957-1972 



Year 


Bovs 


Girls 


Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 




358,000 


81 


82,000 


19 




383,000 


81 


87,000 


19 




393,000 


81 


90,000 


19 




415,000 


81 


99,000 


19 




408,000 


81 


95,000 


19 




450,000 


81 


104,500 


19 




485,000 


81 


116,000 


19 


1964 


555,000 


81 


131,000 


19 




555,000 


80 


142,000 


20 




593,000 


80 


152,000 


20 




640,000 


79 


171,000 


21 




708,000 


79 


191,000 


21 




760,000 


77 


228,000 


23 




799,500 


76 


252,000 


24 




845,500 


75 


279,500 


25 




827,500 


74 


285,000 


26 



Dependency and Neglect Cases 



Table 9. ~ NUMBER AND RATE OF DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT CASES DISPOSED 
OF BY JUVENILE COURTS, UNITED STATES, 1972 a/ 



T^pe of court 


Kjmber 




Rate per 


1,000 child population b/ 


of 
cases 


All 
courts 


Age 


urisdiction 


of court 


Under 16 


Under 17 


Under 18 c/ 




84,000 


1.8 


1.1 


1.8 


2.2 




41,000 


2.9 


2.3 


2.1 


3.3 




16,000 


1.5 


1.5 


1.7 


1.8 



a^/ Based on the data from 1,527 courts whose jurisdiction include more than 

two-thirds o£ the child population under 18 years pf age/ 
W Calculated on basis of the 1970 child population at risk, that is, the child 

population under 16, for courts whose age jurisdiction is under 16, etc. 
cj A small number of courts having jurisdiction of children under 21 years of 

age are included here. The nxamber of cases involved do not seriously affect 

the rates of the courts in this column. 



Table 10. PERCENT CHANGE IN DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT CASES DISPOSED OF 
BY JUVENILE COURTS, UNITED STATES, 1971-1972 a/ 



Type of court 


Total 


Judicial 


Nonjudicial 


Total 


+8 


+4 


+36 




-3 


.6 


+8 




+35 


+21 


+93 




+18 


+20 


+3 



a/ Based on data from 1,459 courts reporting both years, who jurisdiction 
includes about two-thirds of the child population under 18 years of age. 
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Table 11. ~ NUMBER AND RATE OF DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT CASES DISPOSED 
OF BY J13VENILE COURTS, UNITED STATES, 1946-1972 



Year 


Dependency and neglect 


Child population 
under 18 yrs. of af^e 
(in thousands/ 


Kate 0/ 


1 QAA 


iUi J UUU 


A 1 n CQ 


2* H 




104,000 


43,301 


2.4 




103,000 


44,512 


2.3 


1 O AO 


r\Q AAA 


AC T T C 


2. 1 


1 rj C A 


A Q AAA 

93 ^ 000 


AT AIT 

47, 017 


1 A 

2,0 


1 Q ^ 1 


QT AAA 

97 J 000 


AO C O Q 

HO, 39o 


O A 

2.0 




98,000 


50,296 


U9 




103,000 


51,987 


2,0 




1 AO AAA 

103, 000 


C Q TIT 

53,737 


1 o 
1.9 


1 Q ^ ^ 


1 f\C AAA 

lOo, 000 


c c c^o 
55, 5d8 


1 A 

1.9 


1 


1 A C AAA 
105, 000 


57,377 


1 o 

1.8 




114, 000 


59,336 


1.9 




124,000 


61,238 


2.0 


1 Q CO 


1 O Q AAA 

12o,000 


^ O AO O 

d3, 038 


1 A 

2. 0 


1 Q^f\ 


1 Q 1 AAA 
131 , 000 


^A CI ^ 

o4, 5lD 


1 A 

2*0 


1 1 


1 AA AAA 

140,000 


^ C "7 Q A 

05, 789 


2« 1 




141,000 


67,092 


2.1 




146,000 


68,371 


2a 




1 CA AAA 
150, 000 


^A /:o c 
d9, 025 


2*2 




1 CT AAA 

157 , 000 


09, 099 


2.3 


1 CiCC 


1^1 AAA 
iOi , 000 


Q C 1 

09, o5i 


2*3 




154,000 


69,878 


2.2 




141,000 


69,831 


2,0 




1 O T AAA 

127 , 000 


£.Ci CCiJ, 

by, oyn 


1 Q 

1.8 




133,000 


69,669 


1.9 




130,900 


69,576 


1.9 




141,000 


69,060 


2.0 



a^/ Data for 1955-1972 estimated from courts serving about two-thirds of the 
child population under 18 years of age in the United States. Data prior 
to 1955 estimated by the Children's Bureau, based on reports from a 
smaller but comparable group of courts. Inclusion of estimates from 
Alaska and Hawaii beginning in I960 does not materially affect trend. 

hj Based on dependency and neglect cases per 1,000 U^S. child population 
under 18 years of age. 



CHIU)RSK*S CASSiSS DISPOSGD OT JUDIClAUr AND ilbNJUDICIAaT BT AIL JUVEKILB COURTS RE^RTIHG FOR 1972 4/ 



Ana wnwl by «ottrt b/ 



Afd tuid«r 



i^UDICIAL UASSS 



ALABAMA; £/ 

Calhoun Co. (Aimlston) 

U«rr«r»on Co. (BlmlnchM) v .w.. 

hadlMa Co. (HunterrlUs) < .... 

Mobiltt Co. (Habilo). 

HontgoMry Co. (MontfOMry) 

Taaoaloonf Co. (Tutoaloou) 

61 fMll courts • 

ASIZOBA: 

1 mall o?nrt.... «... 

ARXA1ISA5: 

PuUtki Co. (LittU Rook) 

k6 mU courts 

CALmBBiA: 

AUMda Co. (0«kUnd) 

Butta Co. (Chieo) 

Contra Coata Co. (RiohMnd) 

fraaao Co. (Fraano) 

HoBboldt Co. (Euraka) 

Can Co. (Bakarafiald) 

Loa Ancalaa Co. (Loa Angalaa) 

Karln Co. (Roaa VaUay) 

Marcad Co. (Karood) 

Montaray Co. (Silinaa) 

Oranc* Co. (ABabela) 

Rimtida Co. (RlTaraida) 

SacraiMQto Co. (Saeraaanto).. 

San Barnardlao Co. (San Banurdino).. 

San Dla^ Co. (San Diafco) 

San Prunelsoo Co. (San franolico).... 

San Joaquin Co. (Stockton)..... 

San Luia Obiipo Co. (San Lala Obiapo) 

San Kat«o Co. (San Kat*o) 

Santa Barbara Co. (Santa Barbara).... 

Santa Clan Co,'(S»n Joao)*, 

Santa Cuts Co. (Santa Crua) 

Solano Co. (Valla Jo) 

SoaoaM Co* (Santa Bnaa).-. 

Stanlalaua Cb.(Hodaato) 

TaUra Co. Viaalia) 

Vantora Co. (Oxnard) 

31 aall court 

COLOHAO): 

Adana Co. (North Glann) 

Arapaboa Co. (Aurora) 

Bouldar Co. (Bouldar) 

Danvar Co. (Danvar) 

£1 Paao Co. (Colorado Serines) 

Jaffaraon Co. (LakavDOd) 

Poablo Co. (Puablo) 

53 aall courta • 

OOtaSCTXCOTx 

ririt IHatriot (Bridcaport) 

Saeond Dlatrict (law Havan) 

Third Dlatrict (Hartford) 

DEUWARE: 

Rav Cattla Co. (Wilniivton) 

2 aall courta 

(EOBGIA: 

Bibb Co. (Kacon) 

Chatham Co. (Savannah) 

DaXalb Co. (Daoatur) 

Pttlton Co, (AtlanU),. 

Mnaoosaa Co. (Coluabua) 

Ricfaaond Co. (Augufta) • 

150 «tU ooart 



noRjrmiCiAL cXiSs 



wDicn 
court has 
orifinal 

:i let ion 


Dalln- 
Quaney 
(axeapt 
traffic) 


dney 
and 
naglact 


Spadal 

pro* 
ceadings 


Dalln. 

quenoy 
(except 
tr.iffic) 


Dapand- 

ency 
end 
nagleot 


Special 

pro- 
oaadinga 


16 


U53 


123 


— 


59 


6 





16, 16 


1,7^* 


1,120 




673 


161 




16 


772 


213 


— 


76 


4 


_«« 


16 


287 


U63 




1,506 


126 




16, 18 


U72 


186 


— 








16 




20'* 






4 


— • 


16 


1.985 


1.105 


— 


968 


22 




16 


200 


rut 










16 


927 












10 


1,9'*1 


1d2 


5** 


l.**30 


51 


22 


1 A 
10 


1,072 




""" 


8.862 






10 


2U3 




—"— 


963 






IC 


1.53 V 






3.201 






10 


1,1D<; 


"""" 




3.273 






10 


192 




""" 


1 162 






1 A 
10 








J . fc.<i 






1 A 
10 


I3.92U 






17 . 






16 


338 






Rot 


... 




18 


26'* 






1. 126 






18 


710 






2.812 






18 


5.366 


— 


— - 


5.495 







18 


1.3^ 







5.215 






18 


1,8^3 






4.997 







18 


2,780 





— 


3.832 






18 


3*110 


— - 


— 


8.846 







18 


1.36U 






4.143 






IB 


659 




HI 


2.359 






ie 


357 






725 








1.351 






1.675 






16 


620 


— * 




1.346 






IS 


2.U89 












18 


192 





— - 


1.980 






18 


358 


— ^ 




1.673 






18 


U50 


— • 




1.74? 






18 


707 






1.929 






IB 


578 


— 


— 


865 


Ill 




18 


1,11U 






3.300 






18 


2,iNi»6 


— 


— 


10.990 





... 


18 


1,180 




527 


338 






18 


268 


39 


364 








18 


126 


25 


196 








18 


1,7'»0 


5 


819 


4,20? 






18 


U6e 


U8 


229 


2.150 


5 


— 


18 




86 


U34 


118 


2 




18 


521 


ly? 


86 


643 


"S 




18 


i.uyu 


383 


667 


676 




It 


1,040 


260 


... 


1.997 


... 




16 


1.619 


2^ 


— 


3. w7 






10 


7^5 


329 




2.291 






18 


2,023 












18 


1.^5 


1.755 




"43 


72 


142 


17 


5^3 


98 


ttO 








17 


770 


136 


U6 


802 


'53 




17 


BM 


255 


27 


1*926 


76 


515 


17 


3,696 












17 


1.697 


315 


2 








17 


32U 


107 




I7 


12 




17 


10,286 


1.963 


996 


5.572 


291 


15 



Saa faotnotaa at and of tabla 



(Continued) 
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APPENDIX 



CHILDREN'S CASES DISPOSED OF JVDICULU AND KORJUCICIAUSr BT ALL JUVSIILE COtntTS REFORTSK: FOR 1972 ^/..cont .rusd 



ArttA ii«rvi»d by oourt b/ 


Aga undar 


JUDICIAL CAUSES 


;.6Wl»WlAt dASSS 


vhich 
court has 
orlglMl 
Jurls- 

dlotlon 


Delln- 
Quency 
(ojcoaf/t 
traffic) 


Dapand. 
ancy 
and 
naglaot 


Spacial 
pro- 
caadlnga 


Dalln. 
Guano^ 
(ajnrspt 
tra^Tlo) 


Dapand* 
anoy 
and 
naglact 


Spaelal 

pro* 
caadlnga 


HAUai: 






68 












18 


1,793 


73 


1,392 


6 


190 




18 


373 


10 


14 


414 




31 


WDlAlfA: ^ . 


18 


190 






1,042 




— 




18 


6,781 


322 




743 


— 


1,110 


Sl« tfosopb Co (Sou^h Bend} 


18 
















18 


466 


110 




761 


11 


30 


IOWA: 


















18 


85 


19 




95? 


13 






18 


169 


87 


... 


1,614 


17 


... 




18 


495 


214 


18 


1,269 


112 


18 


SCO^^ Co* (CttTORpOJ*^^ 


18 




90 












16 


61 


10 






47 






18 


1,988 






6,341 


464 




KANSAS: 


















la 


566 


78 


2 


2*180 


89 


18 




18 


1,379 


298 


41 


661 


15 


3 




18 


101 


31 


2 


529 


79 


— 


K^Andott* Co. (K«nu8 City) 


18 


415 


107 


3 


2*588 


412 


59 


99 umII courts* ••••••••••••••••••••• • 


18 


2,591 


492 


135 


2,380 


69 


48 


KENTUCKI: 
















FAystta Co* (Laxin^on) 


18 


497 


44 




962 


6 






18 


69& 


221 




1*072 


3 


— 




18 


5,789 


912 


— 


1,462 


96 




LODtSUHA: 


17 


308 


48 


331 


775 




— 




17 


1,718 


143 


4 




— 


— ' 




17 


1 

i.*Jl'o 






1 666 








17 




7^ 


2^ 


*'i4s 


83 


X 




17 


26 












l^tU JodlolAl Dictrlot (CmloAalaa)**** 


17 








TOO 


1^ 


*78 




17 


3,817 


46o 


910 


4 002 


220 


37 


MAINE: 


















17 


412 














17 


161 






116 








17 


1,519 


1 






— 


— 


MABTUND: 


















16 








66q 








18 


6,944 


762 




1,426 


7 






18 


1 342 


244 




1*644 


44 






18 


247 


86 




597 


3 






18 




190 




lf572 


3 






18 


2 66Z 


411 




1 689 








18 








21 


3 






IB 


1,708 






9?0 


10 




MASSACHUSETTS; 


















17 


504 








— 


— 






1*3 

i./ 


2, 194 














17 


2,096 














17 


2,214 










**** 




17 
















17 






mmm 


— 








17 


2,221 














17 












mmm 




17 


5,013 






*** 








17 












in 




17 


1,011 












MICHIGAN: 


















17 


196 


CO 

J* 


108 


234 








17 


1 U7S 




vo 


578 






17 


43a 


2C9 


301 


95 


— 






17 


519 


161 


129 


741 








17 


200 


130 


163 








17 


362 


229 


365 


494 








17 


854 


143 


499 










17 


138 


74 


62 


273 








17 


179 


173 


164 


73i 








17 


1,226 


347 


643 


3*534 








17 


160 


75 


128 


19 








17 


263 


150 


213 


322 








J? 


3*834 


il,606 




1.907 








17 


3,^ 


1*440 


1*689 


1,826 
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▲PPFNDIX 



CHUORBI'S cases DISPOSSD of JUDXCIALLT AXD NOVJUDXCIAIXT BT all JOVailLS OOtJRTS REPORTING FOR 1972 a/— oontinuod 



Ac« ondsr 


JUDICIAL CASES 


nONJUDICIAL CASES 




vhioh 














eoart has 


D«lin. 


Oap«nd 


Sp^clsl 


Daliiw 


Dopmdo 


Special 


orlfliMl 




on^ 


pro* 


au«ncy 


•noy 


pro- 


jurlB- 




and 




(•jcoapt 


■nd 


caodinca 


diotion 


traffic) 


nofloct 


traffic ) 


Dttglsct 




18 


4»289 






2,255 






18 














18 








318 




— 


18 


9*883 






1.6^6 






18 


W7 


222 


— 








18 


377 


In 




100 






18 


U.068 


1,237 




1,662 


185 




.17 


119 


25 


219 


I.3I6 


219 




17 


29 


I3U 


135 


641 


26 


1 


17 


2.096 


19^ 




2.724 


110 




17 


166 


52 




943 


30 




17 


2.333 


353 


2^6 


5,364 


477 




IV 


2.931 






1,042 






17 


1.877 


532 


1.329 


6.697 


493 


72 


1§ 


570 


92 




533 


178 


1 


18 
18 




'to 




447 




1 


l.lS 




"5i 


391 




1 


17 


917 


112 


.... 


20 


— 


— 


17 




18 










17 


722 


159 


""6 


156 


in 




18 


1 UlU 












18 




1.7 






... 


~— 


18 




10 


lie 


OXf 




226 


18 












... 


18 








too 




172 


18 




T r 






84 




18 


299 




0 






— 


16 


773 












16 


3^ 


13'i- 










16 


159 


-J* 










16 


221 












16 




Of 






— 


... 


16 




joy 










16 


1*051 








— 


... 


U 














16 


9 666 










... 


16 














16 












— 


16 


801 


262 




III 






16 


631 


122 










16 


M 


165 




III 


-J 




16 














16 


"^16 


7J 










16 


7A 












16 


77 


JX 










16 




61 










16 


1,2U7 


257 








III 




16 















16 


828 


290 





— 


III 




16 


1.95V 













16 


30 


3U2 





— 


— 




16 














16 




116 




— 






16 










— 




16 




18 










16 




1 'H8 











18 


272 




82 


1,140 


1 


2 


18 


350 


130 


«»9 


3.727 


87 


5 


18 


967 


97 


3 


171 




131 


18 


562 


162 


153 


991 


29 




18 




223 


30 


783 


2 




18 


yii 






294 


10 




18 


'♦»265 






2.952 






18 


1.715 


6U6 


331 


942 


'54 


"40 



Araa Mmd fay coart b/ 



MUSESOTA: 

HenD«pla Co. (MisaMpolia) 

Bamsay Co. (St. Paol) 

St. Loaia Co. (Doluth) 

84 «aU ooarta 

KISSISSIPPI: 

Barrlaon Co. (Biloxi) 

BiiKla Co. (Jaokaon) 

76 wall oourta. 

HXS30DRI: 

Clay Co. (Gl«datoiM City) 

Gram Co. (Spriii«fiald) 

Jaokaon Co. (Kanaaa City) 

Joffaraon Co. (Fastus City).... 
St. Louia Co. (Floriaaant City) 

St. Louia (City) 

103 ■■alX oourta 

^Ooogtas Co. (Oaaha).. 

Lanoaatar Co. (Lino»ln 

89 null ooorts 

HEW HAKPSHIRE: 

Hillabo»u<h Co. (Kanobeatar).. 
RooklnchaB Co. (Portaaouth) . .. . 
8 flBall oonnty ooarta 

KgU JHISET: 

Atlantic Co. (Atlantic City)... 

Borgan Co. (Toanock) 

Caadan Co. (Caadan) 

Gloucoflter Co. (Daptford) 

Soaaraat Co. (Franklin Twp.)... 

Union Co. (Elitaboth City) 

1 anaU court 

HEW lOnC: d/ 

Albany Co. (Albany) 

Broona Co. (Binchaaton) 

. Chautauqua Co. Waaaatovn) 

Chaaonc Co. (Blaira City) 

Outebaaa Co. (?oaghk»apaia). .. . 

Erio Co. (Buffalo) 

Monro* Co. (Roohaotar) 

Raaaau Co. (Ra^)staad) 1,... 

R«ir Tork (City) 

Niagara Co. (Niagara Falla).... 

Onaida Co. (Dtica) 

Oaondaia Co. (Sjyracuaa) 

Oranfo Co. (Ra^rfh) 

OstMfo Co. (Oawago City) 

Ranaaalaar Co. (Troy) 

Rockland Co. (Orangatown) 

St . Lavrane* Co . (OKdanburf) . ■ ■ 
Saratoga Co. (Saratoga Springa) 
Sehanaotad^ Co. (Schanaotady).. 

Suffolk Co. (lalip) 

Ulstar Co. (Kingston) 

Waatebaatar Co. (Tonkara) 

35 «all oourta 

■OUH CAWLHAi AJ 

Cuabarland Co. (Fayattorilla).. 
Forsyth Co. (Winston-Salaa) . . . . 

Gaston Co. (Gastonia) 

Kacklsnbof^g Co. (Charlott*).... 
Onalov Co. (Jackaonrilla Tiip.). 
88 aaall oourta 

fgSm DAKOTA: 

First Judicial District (Fargo) 
5 aaall ^ieial districts .... 

OHIO: ^ 

Allan Co. (LiJu) 

Bntlor Co. (RaailUn) 

CUrIc Co. (Sprlngfiald) 

Coluabiana Co. (B. Llvaipool) . . 

Cayaboga Co. (ClaralAnd) 

Fr!&nklin Co. (Coltabua) 

O 

ERIC footnotoa «1 md of t«bl«. 
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GBzuxa's casts DisresD or ^tcicuu^ m taumicuuj a iu. mams ocxists KrasriK mt 1972 A/-~«<><>t<m«i 





Af* tadar 


r nracKTCTB 1 








• 










ufaleh 














cottrt hAt 


Dtlln- 




SpvoUl 


D»lli>-> 


Dapaod. 


a^ui 




orlgliMl 






prp- 






pro* 




>xri»» 


(«xs«pt 


and 




(•xe«pt 


and 


OMdlnga 




dlotlon 


trsfflo) 


Mglvot 


traffic) 


MflMt 


















Gf^Mi* Co. (Bath) 


18 


391 


34 




155 




1 




18 


7.016 


650 


114 


116 


... 


1 




18 


915 


39 


2 


141 


1 


— • 


T^aIHm Cn /w 


10 


67 


63 


37 


52 








18 


803 


152 




89 








18 


1,376 


419 


417 


2.659 


H 






18 


292 


369 


10 


1.592 


1 


17 




IP 


2»203 


232 


192 


3.263 


2 


2 




18 


979 


171 






— , 







18 


963 


125 




10 








16 


1.468 


251 


U6 


1.200 




1 




16 


2.062 


71 


48 


2.914 


1 


mmm 




ID 

18 


112 
12.905 


162 
2.449 


7i3 


1.230 
2.896 


52 


mmm 

102 


OtlABCMAt 
















Oklahqe* Co. (Ohlihom City) 


18 


2.029 


313 


296 


1.118 








IB 


912 


^^1 




1.382 


ik 
1* 


200 




18 


73 


10 




93 
























16 


221 


187 


76 


2.604 


252 


40 




18 


892 


212 


16 


3.989 


26 


5 




IB 


676 


229 


3 


3.368 


116 




W .mm. .- _ ,, _ y Wfc A ^ ft \ 


IB 


1.31* 


435 


378 


6,322 


456 


W4 




IB 


4.076 


78? 


122 


16.068 


78? 


117 


PSnmVANIA: 
















JiXI«cb««gr Co. (Pitt •burgh) 


16 


3.23* 


346 










pAAWMi* On 1 41 4 A«^4 t^v%A ^ 


16 


U7 


2 




621 




mmm 




10 


90 


12 




280 








1 A 


1M» 


49 




355 


3 






in 


443 


1 




595 


mmm 






18 


139 


1 




419 


mmm 






10 


340 






66 


mmm 


mmm 




Ifl 

uo 


161 




mmm. 


438 


1 


mmm 


^^li m Im^ - — / n^ A ^\ 


lA 


237 


53 




327 


2 


mmm 


l\j.iit.Vt-L. 11 .t 1 — V 


16 


244 


72 


, - - 


302 


... 


mmm 


On / —A _ — \ 


1A 


641 


1 




9 


— 


mmm 


V^i^ /^-. / C*ta4 . \ 


18 


261 




mmm 


400 


1 


mmm 


»» - /Wt—j ^ » 


1 A 


200 






65 


3 


mmm 


» J — / ^* ■ — %- - , — *- . — ^1 


1 A 
10 


300 




— 


22 




mmm 




10 


196 


Z 




3 




mmm 




Ifl 
10 


25 




MM. 


197 


mmm 




T^k4«)t On iMtf ^ ll•t^ 


18 


205 






28? 


mmm 
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%/ lOTS WLLi Thla Ubla Inolniaa all ooorta that tra&nltt«d rtporta to tha flatloaal Cantar for SooUl SUtlttloa. TUi daU Itt thla tabla sbotOd 
not ba aaad to aaka oo«y>arlaona batiiaaa ooannltlaa ragardUt tha oxtact of dallngnancy, Qoaatlona ooneamlnc ohangaa la an ladlTidoal oottrl*a 
data from ona yaar to aaotbar AonJA ba dlraetad to that ladlrldaal court. 

y Courts aarrlag araa with population of 100.000 or Mora ara listad aaparataljr ahovlng tha ohlaf olty looatad In aaoh araa. Courta mrfta^ araa* 
with laaa than 100.000 ara ooablaad for aftoh Stata and ara praaaotad aa "anall ooorta.** 

2/ Vhara the aga wdar uhloh tha ooart haa original jurladlotlon la dlffarant for boya and glrla, tha aga for boya appaara flrat. In California 
tha Jorladletlon of tha adolt oeart rathar than tha Jofanll* <wirt la aauUjr Infokad for thoaa 18 jaara or om. In Sooth Camllna, dapandan^T 
and naglaot "ohild'* aaana oadar 21 yaara of aga. In law York tha aga limit for naglaet oaaaa la 16 for boya and 18 for glrla. 

^ Thoaa oaaaa olaaalflad aa PJXS, onraljr, undlaolpllnad, ate. ara laoladad with dallaqoamqr oaaaa for tha porpoaaa of Chla rapoK. 
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